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First Resumed Eleventh Session of the Implementation Review Group(IRG) and the Eleventh Session of the Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on the Prevention of Corruption -
UN convention against Corruption (UNCAC)
31st Augest-2nd September 2020, Vienna

Sri Lanka Country Statement by Justice W. L. R. Silva, Commissioner, Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption 

Agenda Item – 2 (a)   Good practices and initiatives in the prevention of corruption: enhancing   

                                  the effectiveness of anti-corruption bodies  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Honorable Chairperson,  

First of all let me Thank you for giving us an opportunity to make this intervention.   
During the first review cycle from 2009- 2015, Sri Lanka was reviewed by China and Papua New Guinea on the implementation of Chapter III that is “Criminalization and Law Enforcement” and Chapter IV that is “International Cooperation”. Executive Summary and the First cycle Country Review Report of Sri Lanka is available in the UNODC website.  
I would like to share our experience on the 2nd Review Cycle of the UNCAC implementation. 
Sri Lanka voluntary agreed to be reviewed in the first year of the second cycle from among the 29 countries. Accordingly, a comprehensive self-assessment check list of Sri Lanka was prepared consulting relevant stakeholders. On 16th December 2016,  Sri Lanka submitted it’s self-assessment check list to the UNODC secretariat and Sri Lanka was reviewed by Palau and Brunei Darussalam on the implementation of Chapter II - :Preventive measurers” and Chapter V “Asset Recovery”  and the country visit in this regard was held and concluded in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 29-31 March 2017.  

We take this opportunity to thank the States of Palau and Brunei Darussalam for the support and cooperation extended to Sri Lanka. Further I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to UNODC Secretariat for guiding and assisting us throughout the 2nd review cycle. 

Whilst being reviewed, Sri Lanka in turn took part in reviewing Botswana in respect of the first year of the second cycle. The desk review on that was completed by Sri Lanka on 26 May 2017. During May 2018 a country visit on the implementation of the second cycle on Botswana was carried out. It turned out to be a great experience to review another country whilst being reviewed by other countries. We are happy to say that our country has chosen to review two more countries. As a country, we are happy with that and hope to complete it successfully based on our past experience
Considering the urgency and the immediate requirements very significant changes were brought to the Bribery Act by Act No 22 of 2018. By this amendment corruption cases can now be filed in the High Court. Whereas according to the previous provisions of law, corruption cases, even involving billions of rupees, could only be filed in the Magistrate Courts. Thus an anomalous situation has now been remedied.
It will be further amended considering all the suggestions highlighted at various forums. The following are some of the other issues that are being considered as urgent; Private Sector Bribery, Joint investigations with other agencies, Gift rules, Conflict of interest rules, Permission to seek AG’s legal opinion, Whistle blower protection provision, Declaration of Assets and Liabilities etc. 
Sri Lanka brought in a major Legal amendment to our Judicature Act.  The new amendment created a new jurisdiction by making provisions to set up a permanent Trial-at-Bar comprising of three high court judges to be named by the Chief Justice to hear serious financial crimes and corruption cases on a day to day basis. Several such High courts could be designated as and when the need arises according to the exigencies.
In addition to the above, the Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Act, No. 25 of 2002 was amended on August 08, 2018 widening its scope of application on MLA requests. Furthermore, we brought in amendments to the Commission of Inquiry Act with major changes for the productive investigation into financial crimes and corruption cases.
Honorable Chairperson, With regard to the Declaration of Assets and Liabilities Law, Experts from World Bank, UNODC, and two other countries met in Colombo and in depth discussion were held along with relevant stakeholders of Sri Lanka. This was done to find out the gaps in our Declaration of Assets and Liabilities law. 
In addition to that, Sri Lanka has drafted a Policy paper to enact Proceeds of Crime Act. Further the Financial Transactions Reporting Act, No. 6 of 2006 was amended filling in lacunas in the law on money laundering and related offences. 
Honorable Chairperson, we are pleased to state that, Sri Lanka has introduced an Audit Act along with a procurement commission, a national procurement guidelines. Furthermore, through the National Action Plan we have highlighted the need to introduce an electronic procurement system.
Sri Lanka enacted Act No. 24 of 2019 for the Prevention of offences relating to Sports such as Match fixing, Corruption, illegal manipulation and illegal betting.
Moreover, The Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption Act, No. 19 of 1994 is being amended to make the law compatible with the UNCAC provisions and prevention Laws.
Honorable Chairperson,

Distinguished delegates,
The fact that Sri Lanka do not have a national policy on anti-corruption was initially recognized, and thereby with the cabinet approval we formulated and ceremonially launched a National Action Plan on the 18th of March 2019. It integrates a multi-pronged strategy, premised on the four pillars of ‘Prevention’, ‘Value Based Education’, ‘Institutional Strengthening’, and ‘Law and Policy reforms’ as the foundation of the country’s anti-corruption plan over the next five-year period. We humbly state that in furtherance of the National Action Plan we issued a circular through the Presidential Secretariat directing all government institutions to implement the policy highlighting the requirement to appoint integrity officers and to develop individual institutional prevention strategies.
Furthermore, in order to effectively implement the National Action Plan, we have taken steps to make the pubic officials aware of the same. Thus, we have conducted training programs as well as training to train workshops so that the message is spread effectively. 
Furthermore, during the covid 19 pandemic situation, we drafted three training manuals for trainers and for trainees, and also prepared the National Action Plan Implementation Monitoring Tool and it’s guidelines. 
Having identified the importance of the Prevention mechanism, the government approved the recruitment of 50 Prevention Officers and 200 expert investigators. The recruitment process will be concluded in the near future.
In order to ensure that the public officials are in fact free of bribery and corruption, we have taken steps such as conducting training programs. We have published 04 handbooks, exploring certain identified areas which would shape the course of the drive against bribery and corruption with the help of the public sector. Namely, “handbooks on gift rules”, “Conflict of Interest rules”, “Integrity hand book” and policies & law reforms”.
We have conducted regular public outreach campaigns at different levels in different geographies. Accordingly series of public outreach programs were held on the 9th of December 2019 honoring the International Anti-Corruption Day. The program was carried out with the participation of more than 500 volunteers including 216 University students and CIABOC officials. 

CIABOC has already taken measures and initiated discussions with the National Institute of Education to include bribery and corruption as a subject to the school curriculum. Furthermore, CIABOC and the Ministry of Education have commenced several long-term and short-term projects. As a Short term projects, the month of October being declared as the anti-corruption month in all schools, introducing regulations to curb corruption in the school administration. Long-term projects include introducing anti-corruption measures to schools' syllabuses, establishing Integrity clubs in all schools etc.
Honorable Chairperson,   

I am happy to announce that Sri Lanka hosted a Global Expert Group meeting in July 2018 organized by the UNODC together with the UNDP and Transparency International. We are pleased that we were able to launch a book containing the outcome of that meeting as “Colombo Commentary” in December 2019. 
Honorable Chairperson, Currently we are engaged in drafting a composite Act comprising of the content of The Bribery Act, The Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption Act including provisions of the Colombo Commentary based on the Jakarta Statement.   
Finally we thank all of you for the opportunity given to the Sri Lankan delegation to express our views. Thank you.
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